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- EDITORIAL NOTES 


“But first gave their own selves to the Lord.”—2 Cor. 8: 5. 


N his first epistle to the Corinthians (15: 3) the Apostle 
I Paul gives us the essence of Christianity; and in the 
words of our text he gives us the first step of the Chris- 
tian life. He was called not by man, but by the Spirit of 
God to receive first of all how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures. The fundamental principle of 
Christianity is the death of Christ as an atonement for our 
sins, and it will be useless for us to look upon Him as the 
gift of the Father unless, first of all, we acknowledge Him 
as dead for our sins according to the Scriptures. But if it 
is true that this is the fundamental principle of Christi 
anity, that we are bought by Christ, it is also true that to 
fulfill our duty, and become partakers of His promises, we 
have to accept Him as our Lord and Master. The Mace- 
donians represent the state of the soul before and after con- 
version. In spite of their national greatness they, being the 
third greatest world-kingdom, and notwithstanding the 
memory of Philip, Alexander and Perseus, had no_ peace 
nor rest. Fhese are not to be acquired by might, but by 
the Spirit of God. The conviction of their spiritual need 
is expressed by their cry, “Come over and help us.” The 
Apostle Paul assures us of their faithfulness and zeal in 
extending a helpful hand to other Christians; but we are 
glad that he states that they “first gave their ownselves to 
the Lord.” 
My dear Christian reader, do you realize that to be de- 
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voted to the Church cannot help the progress of our Chris- 
tian life unless, like the,Macedonians, we first give ourselves 
to the Lord. I am quite sure that if in our spiritual con- 
flict we ask the Holy Spirit to come to our assistance He will 
show us that the cause of our failure is that after receiving 
the gift of God of His only begotten Son we retain the Lord- 
ship and want to be the master and ruler of our own house. 


Let us truly say as the apostle: My life, my wishes, all are 
hidden in the Lord Jesus; so I live, yet not I, but Christ in 
me. Remember that there are many who take heavy 


crosses upon themselves and try to follow Jesus, but they 
fail because they forget the first step, which is to deny them- 
selves; and there are many with great zeal and good pur- 
poses and desires, but they want to be masters, and will fail 
unless, first, they give themselves to the Lord and let Him 
be the onty ruler of their hearts. 


Christ’s Mission 

As a Macedonian cry there comes to us the cry of many 
souls in bondage. We could have in Christ’s Mission over 
twenty priests who are to-day under our council and advice. 
We are earnestly praying to our Heavenly Father to grant 
us the assistance of His Holy Spirit. We expected to put 
before our many friends our plans for the fall, but an appeal 
from Rome and other parts asking our aid without delay 
obliges us to appeal to all the friends of Christ’s Mission, 
and the guardians of the liberties of our country, for imme- 
diate help. We are sorely in need of it to meet the current 
expenses and to help some priests and monks to come out. 
Please help us. Pray that the Lord may enable us to secure 
a house of retreat outside the city, where, free from temp- 
tation and notoriety, priests may go to pray and_= study 
quietly, and so come to know the will of God. This is so 
important and greatly desired by the priests, some of whom 
we have conferred with, that we have postponed the recep- 
tion into Christ’s Mission of several who have applied for 
admission. We hope that if it is His will we may have such 
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a retreat in the fall. Steps have been taken to find the 
proper place, but we shall not attempt to do anything unless 
the Lord gives us all the money needed. While we quietly 
pray to Him, allow me to impress upon all Christians our 
responsibility toward this great cause. 


What is Mgr. Bonzano ? 

Several persons have asked us what is the real position of 
Mgr. Bonzano? Is he Apostolic Delegate, Ablegate or 
Legate? As different titles have been given in the press to 
Mgr. Bonzano, it seems to us that it is time that the people 
of the United States should know his real position. There 
is something peculiar about the mission of Major Butt to 
Rome, and although there has been manifest interest in 
denying any official significance, the fact that this denial 
came after all evidence was lost at sea makes it of doubtful 
value. We think that the proper thing to do is to oblige the 
new candidates for the Presidency to make a public state- 
ment as to their open or secret relations to the Vatican. All 
we can say now on the subject is this: 

That an apostolical delegate is not a canonical nomina- 
tion. Even Cardinal Vives, in his “Juris Canonici,” does 
not acknowledge this title. If Mgr. Bonzano is sent by the 
Pope at all, he can only be Apostolic Vicar, Legate a Latere, 
Missi or Nati. He cannot be Legate a Latere, because to be 
such he must be a cardinal; and, as stated by Macri, Hiero- 
lexicon: “Strictly speaking, Legates a Latere are only those 
who are sent by the pope to represent him before kings upon 
special occasions—viz., the marriage of a prince or to bap- 
tize the first-born of the king.” Although St. Leo, in his 
epistle 14 to Faust, says that “the Legate a Latere is sent 
for the defense of the Church and for the advancement of the 
faith, whatever it may be,” we know that these Legates enjoy 
the following canonical rights as stated by Cardinal Vives 
in his “Juris Canonici,” page 118: 

“1. To use the apostolic insignia and to enjoy amplissima 
potestate. 
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“9 


When they are present the authority of other Legates 


ceases. 

“3. In the presence of a Legate a Latere the archbishops 
and patriarchs cannot use the pictoral cross.” 

From the above we may affirm that Mgr. Bonzano is not 
Legate a Latere—first, because he is not a cardinal; second, 
because in the United States there does not exist any reason 
for it, and we may add, third, because, according to the 
canon law, as by his presence all other authority ceases, he 
cannot be resident, but temporarily. And there are many 
opinions as to the time of his commission, which, according 
to many priests, cannot extend beyond three natural days. 

Mgr. Bonzano cannot be Legate Nati, because this is a 
privilege to the Episcopal See of Canterbury and York in 
England, Rheims, Bruges, Lyons in France, Toledo in Spain, 
Braganza in Portugal, Salzburg in Austria, and Pisa in Italy; 
but to-day these Legates are ad honorem, and no bishop 
would be consecrated to any of these Sees without binding 
himself with a vow that he would never make use of these 
old privileges, because for centuries the Church had untold 
trouble on account of them. Recently the Church has de- 
creed that those privileges were assumed by the bishops, and 
that the Church never has approved them; to which the 
Canonists’ answer is that, by the maxim of qui tacet otor- 
gat (who does not oppose confirms) they were canonical 
rights. Petrus de Marca, in his “De Concordia Sacerdotii et 
Imperii” (lib. VI, cap. 29), gives as the origin of these privi- 
leges that they were taken shamelessly by the Legates Nati 
of the fifteenth century, and De Angelis (L. I, tit. 30, n. 
6), believes that this abuse gave rise to the Pro-Nuntii and 
Ablegate, who were sent to those countries to represent the 
pope. This resulted in the appointment of the Legate Missi, 
who are consecrated bishops, and who become cardinals, pro- 
vided that they hold for a time the legation with the title of 
Pro-Nuntii (Cardinal Vives’ “Juris Canonici” cap IV; De Ad- 
jutoribus Rom. Pontificis, page 119). Any one can see that 
the so-called Apostolic Delegate to the United States ends 
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his mission by being made a cardinal, and his successor is 
consecrated bishop before coming, as the canon law requires. 
But for some reason or another there is a direct effort to 
hide the real title of the representative of the Vatican. Some 
days ago Mgr, Bonzano, unawares, possibly, of what the 
papers had said, stated to a reporter that his mission in the 
States has nothing to do with the Government, but with the 
Church. Now we want to believe Mgr. Bonzano, but we 
should like it if he would be kind enough to solve this riddle: 
If his mission is to the Church, then the foreign diplomats 
deserve a reprimand from their Governments for acknowl- 
edging him as senior in the diplomatic body. Why is it that 
the President of the United States receives his credentials 
at all? Why is there any Apostolic Legation in Washing- 
ton? Suppose he is Apostolic Vicar, in that case he is not 
a diplomat. He is simply an insult to the cardinals and 
clergy of the United States. It looks as if the Pope, having 
no confidence in the cardinals, sends a man of lower rank 
to be the tutor of his eminent children. In the whole history 
of the Church Apostolic Vicars have never been sent except 
to heathen countries, to those provinces where the faith of 
the clergy and the affairs of the Church were unsatisfactory. 
But I am sure that if the mission of the last delegates was 
only that of Apostolic Vicars they would not have been made 
cardinals, as the sending of another vicar would mean that 
the work of his predecessors was unsatisfactory. 


The Oldest Diocese of the United States 
The following note comes from “The Tablet”: 


Porto Rico, the oldest diocese under the flag of the United 
States—for it was erected almost immediately after the dis- 
covery of America by Columbus, and last year celebrated the 
fourth centenary of its existence—has this week sent its first 
pilgrimage to Rome under the direction of its first American 
bishop, Mgr. Jones, O. S. A. The bishop’s address to the Holy 
Father was chiefly notable for the deep satisfaction he expressed, 
in the name of himself and of his people, with the complete 
liberty of worship they enjoyed under the American Govern- 





222 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


ment. Porto Rico until ten years ago was suffragan to San- 
tiago of Cuba, but since the new régime was inaugurated there 
it depends directly on the Holy See. One of the great problems 
of the moment is the dearth of priests, there being only eighty- 
five seculars and forty-seven regulars to look after the spiritual 
interests of over a million Catholics; but these figures, such as 
they are, represent a great improvement, for when Mgr. Jones 
assumed control of the diocese it possessed less than a hundred 


priests. 

But “The Tablet” is careful not to speak of the great work 
Dr. Ferrando has been doing for many years in Porto Rico 
among his converts from the errors and superstitions of 
Rome. 

When Dr. Ferrando sailed for Porto Rico on June 15th he 
took with him Bishop Robert L. Rudolph, D.D., President 
of the Board of Trustees of Christ’s Mission, who went for 
a short visit. 

Bishop Rudolph has been so busy that he has been able to 
write privately only a few words about his visit. I shall quote 
only a sentence. He says, “The work here is far greater 
than we could imagine. It is wonderful.” 

Bishop Rudolph expects to arrive in New York on July 
15th.~ We hope he may give us a full account of the Porto 
Rico work for a future number of THE CoNvertTEeD CATHOLIC. 
Dr. Ferrando is too modest to do so, and he has told us only 
half the story of his great accomplishment. 

In a recent sermon at Christ’s Mission, Dr. Ferrando re- 
minded the people of the old Spanish war-cry in this coun- 
try: “Remember the Maine!” And he pleads that we should 
change it now to a more loving cry: “Remember Spain!” 
Remember Spain now trying to throw off the yoke of Roman 
bondage. Remember such noble missionaries as Bishop 
Cabrera in Spain, and Dr. Ferrando in Porto Rico, who are 
laboring so gloriously to bring Spanish-speaking people to 
a knowledge of evangelical truth and the joy and peace 
found in that truth. 

Dr. Ferrando’s influence is felt and honored everywhere 
in the island of Porto Rico. His work there and his work 
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at Christ’s Mission are limited only to the extent of the 
funds at his command. In both places there are clear visions 
of wide extension, and of work far greater than the work 
that has already been accomplished, if the Lord shall send 
the necessary means. There are ex-priests now in Christ’s 
Mission receiving care and instruction in preparation for the 
evangelical ministry. Others are coming, and, as Dr. Fer- 
rando has told you, many others are waiting for us to find 
accommodation for them. A priest, now in Rome, writes his 
ex-priest friend: “I say the mass and do not believe what I 
say. I want to leave, but am afraid to do so, for I shall 
have no means and no living nor friends.” Christ’s Mission 
is the place for such men until they can help themselves. 
But to do such work we need money, and much money. The 
treasurer, who sees the dollars come and go again with the 
bills and who knows all the need,:is always anxious when 
new work appears. We shall be glad to receive generous 
contributions from the dear friends who help us, both for the 
work in Porto Rico and for the work in New York at 
Christ’s Mission. All correspondence should be addressed, 
during Dr. Ferrando’s absence, and all checks and money 
should be made and sent to the Rev. W. Russell Collins, 
D.D., assistant treasurer, 331 West 57th Street, New York. 
Dr. Ferrando will be glad to receive personal letters. Those 
who care to write to him should address him: The Rev. 
Manuel Ferrando, D.D., P. O. Box “S,” Ponce, Porto Rico. 
Bubonic plague having appeared in San Juan, steamers 
have been delayed and mail has been delayed conveying 
manuscripts for us. Our readers will, therefore, kindly be 
patient if THe Convertep Catuotic be delayed a little in its 


issuance, in consequence. W. Russett CoLLIns. 


Secretary and Assistant Treasurer. 


A Catholic Bishop’s Confession 

Bishop Cameron, of Pittsburg, says that the leakage from 
the membership of the Roman Catholic Church has been 
exaggerated, as quoted in the “Presbyterian” (Philadelphia), 
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July 3, 1912. The losses have not been more than the gains. 
What leakage does occur is due, in part, to mixed marriages. 
The loss from the conversion to Protestantism is more 
apparent than real. Many Belgians are Catholics in name 
only. This irony is increased in the following statement: 


The Italians, in particular, from their, poverty, lack of relig- 
ious education, indifference and apathy toward the Church, are 
a favorable field for proselytizers, who, by presents, favors, imi- 
tations of Italian customs and traditions, entertainments, clubs 
and other devices, endeavor to attract them to their schools and 
missions, and win them over to Protestantism. 

It is a very significant confession to make, that those who 
have been brought up in the home of Catholicism lack relig- 
ious education, and are indifferent and apathetic toward the 
Church. pabaciaii 
The Separation of Church and State 

All parties in the United States, save the Roman Catholic 
Church, are determinedly set against any apparent union of 
Church and State. The attempt, then, of Catholic teachers 
to impress their peculiar views upon young minds, through 


the use of a denominational garb, when they are teaching 
in State schools, is meeting with universal condemnation, 
and it is hoped that in the interest of harmony and fairness 
the Catholic Church will abandon this practise. In their own 
schools no one raises objection. But in the schools of the 
Commonwealth the practise should cease forthwith, and that 
voluntarily. 


Roman Catholicism and Socialism 

The Roman Catholic Church has been waging a vigorous 
war against socialism in all Catholic countries, but the 
Church seems made up now to push a determined battle 
against socialism in America, says the “Northwestern Chris- 
tian Advocate,” July 3, 1912. In order to arrest the spread 
of socialism it is urged that Catholic churches be multiplied 
in the large cities. It is claimed that Socialists build up 
great centres of influence wherever there is an inadequate 
number of Catholic churches proportioned to the population. 
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The Austrian and French capitals are given in illustration of 
this claim. Cardinal Nagl reports “that in one district in 
Vienna there are 25,000 Catholics to attend each church, and 
in another district 35,000 for each church, and in another 
where the Catholics for each church are 70,000.” The con- 
ditions in Paris are such that as high as 100,000 are required 
to attend one church. It is urged that fifty new Catholic 
churches should be built in these cities. The Catholic arch- 
bishops of America are warned by these conditions and ex- 
horted to attend to the building of churches in the large 
cities and so stem the tide of socialism in this land. 


Other Religions Insufficient 

In a speech made at the dedication of the new parochia! 
school of St. Gabriel’s Church, New York City, says the “Epis- 
copal Recorder,” Philadelphia, Pa., June 27, 1912, Cardinal! 
Farley told his audience, according to the “New York Times” 
of May 13th, that all other religions than the Roman Catholic 
were proving their insufficiency to meet modern needs and 
manifested marked helplessness when faced by the problem of 
the religious education of,the young. To quote the report: 


The religions of other Churches are more and more coming 
to be known as insufficient. . . . People of other religions 
are coming to us for guidance and assistance. The Methodists 
and Episcopalians and all other religions here do not know how 
to introduce religion into the education of their children. They 
have no system and no plan of campaign. 

We do not know which to wonder at the most: the igno- 
rance of the Cardinal or the estimate he evidently has of the 
gullibility of a Roman Catholic audience. We should much 
like to know what Methodists or Episcopalians have sought 
the advice of this “prince of the Church.” The statement flatly 
contradicts common history, for it is where Roman influence 
is in the ascendant that the common people are most grossly 
ignorant. Perhaps the Catholic audience in question is so used 
to the misrepresentations of priests and prelates that they 
allowed this one to pass without giving it serious thought. 
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THE POLITICAL LEADERS AND THE 


CATHOLIC VOTE. 
(Concluded. ) 


BY C, BRADWAY, WASHINGTON, D. C, 


HE Democratic leaders, no less than the Republican; are 
7 tainted with that disease that has infected our political 
life during the past few decades, and they, too, have 
succumbed to the belief that the only hope to elect a President 
is through capturing the Catholic vote. Both parties are infested 
with the fearful virus, and the sad fact is that no candidate now 
before the public has the manhood to come out and make the 
pernicious activity of Romanism a national issue. This virus 
permeates our very political being, municipal, State and national, 
and instead of attempting its cure, those hungry for office rec- 
ognize it, yield to it, and nourish it with the hope of benefits 
to be received. 

Speaker Champ Clark is and has been shaping his actions and 
selecting his words in such a manner as not to give offense to 
the Catholic vote, and on all possible occasions he has been 
falling over himself in his eagerness to make public addresses 
and to attend receptions and other G@atholic functions in Wash- 
ington and elsewhere, thereby lending the dignity of his office 
to such Church affairs. 

It is now said that he is holding up the Immigration Bill 
at the behest of the Catholic power, because it will interfere 
with their plan “to make America Catholic,” and in the other 
House he has the co-operation of Senator Stone, and other venal 
politicians, who have more to heart their own selfish ends than 
the welfare of the American people and their institutions, and 
hence they are opposing this immigration legislation. Mr. Clark 
lacks appointive power, but he is making up for it in other ways 
by looking after the Catholic interests. An instance of it is this 
holding up of the Immigration Bill. 

Governor Wilson, the Democratic candidate for President, is 
said to have lost a strong grasp on the South, recently, because 
of the development of facts showing his pollution by Catholic 
connections. Early in the nominating campaign the South was 
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regarded as strong for him, but when the selection of delegates 
came about he was weighed and found wanting. His first official 
act after he was inaugurated Governor was to appoint a Catholic 
private secretary, and he has indiscriminately associated with 
Catholic influence ever since. Recently he approved a bill 
drafted and engineered through the Legislature by Catholics to 
prevent justices of the peace from performing marriage cere- 
monies, thus taking away from the illy paid justices their small 
marriage fees, and diverting this business to the priests, who 
are notorious for charging exorbitant fees. Such and other acts 
have weighed heavily against Governor Wilson. The time has 
now come when every candidate for office must submit his 
record to the scrutiny of the voters that they may test his Ameri- 
canism, and he will suffer, as suffer he must, if he is proved 
faithless to patriotic ideals. 

Governor Harmon is guilty of succumbing to the Jesuitical 
schemes in his recent appointment of Catholic judges to the 
Supreme Court, and the appointment of a Catholic as a trustee 
to the Ohio University. By this act an agent of the hierarchy 
is given a say in the educational policies of that university. 
It is a Catholic principle that “Education outside of the Catholic 
Church is damnable heresy” (Pope Pius IX), and when Gover- 
nors render the carrying out of such principles possible, the 
purity of our educational system is endangered and all free citi- 
zens must protest. If Governors of States, like Wilson, are 
thus under Jesuitical domination, there is no reason for hoping 
that that domination will cease should he be elevated to the 
Presidential chair. 

This article would not be complete without some comment 
on Mr. Bryan’s attitude, and although he was not an acknowl- 
edged candidate for nomination, he had still a considerable fol- 
lowing, and himself approved Clark or Wilson as a Democratic 
candidate. As was said before, neither of the two candidates 
has the manhood to oppose the pernicious activities of the Cath- 
olics in our political affairs, and Mr. Bryan himself has been 
silent, contrary to his usual habit, when a national peril is known 
to exist. Mr. Bryan poses as a defender of the common people 
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and a patrict. In the last campaign he said the paramount issue 
was the People’s Rule, and now he declares the paramount issue 
to be the “People’s Rule Against Wall Street,” and because 
Harmon is supposed to be backed by Wall Street, Mr. Bryan, 
both in his speeches and in his paper, did his utmost to oppose 
Harmon’s nomination. Bryan must know that Wall Street is 
not the only and overshadowing menace. He must know that 
the “People’s Rule” can never be complete as long as we have 
the Catholic power dominating our politics, and when he 
declares that the whole fight must be waged against Wall 
Street the Catholic power must rejoice in his blindness, for he 
leaves them unnoticed and free to carry out their ambitions. 
The question is, why should Bryan, who has nothing to lose, 
but an immortal name to gain, who is not a candidate for 
office, who is sole proprietor of a strong paper and is the 
alleged living exponent of the Jeffersonian principles, remain 
silent against the Catholic power when they denounce as undem- 
ocratic and unAmerican the principles which Bryan has been 
vigorously advocating? Did Mr, Bryan raise his voice against 
Cardinal Gibbons when the latter denounced the initiative, ref- 
erendum and recall, and the popular election of senators? No; 
he is compelled to adopt the policy of silence against their aims 
“to make America Catholic.” Indeed, for his silence and inac- 
tion he has been commended, for in a recent issue of his “Com- 
moner” he was defended by a friendly Catholic who has known 
him for years, and who said -that Bryan had never said, nor 
printed in his paper, anything detrimental to the Catholic cause. 
This defense was made in response to a criticism by a Catholic 
paper that Bryan acted unreasonably harsh at the time he was 
last defeated when he said it was the Catholic vote that elected 
Mr. Taft. This statement is about the only bad thing on record 
against Bryan in the Catholic eye, and as he wants this to be 
forgotten just now, he publishes in his “Commoner” the defense 
offered by a friendly Catholic. 

Mr. Bryan claims to be following Jeffersonian principles, but 
he evidently forgets the fight that Jefferson made for the estab- 
lishment of free public schools and the complete separation 
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of Church and State, refusing an appointment as ambassador 
to a foreign court, because he realized that his duty was to 
remain at home and labor for these and other reforms. Yet Mr. 
Bryan allows the Catholics to assail our public schools and 
endeavor “to make America Catholic” in order to re-establish 
in this New World the principles in vogue in the Dark Ages— 
viz.: the subservience of State to Church and the control of 
education. His memory should be refreshed by the following 
words of Jefferson: 

I contemplate with sovereign reverence the act of the whole 
American people which declare that their Legislature should 
“make no law respecting the establishment of religion or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof,” thus building a wall of sepa- 
ration between Church and State. 

That this separation will never be maintained by the Catholics, 
when in power, one need only to refer to past history for con- 
firmation. 

On the school question the Catholics are decidedly unJeffer- 
sonian, as will be evident from the following quotations. Car- 
dinal Gibbons, in a recent address at Baltimore, characterized: 


Our “system of education as imperfect, vicious and destructive 
to the religion of youth. Education must be controlled by Cath- 
olic authority, even to war and bloodshed.”—Catholic World. 

“We must take part in the elections, move in a solid mass in 
every State against the party obliged to sustain the integrity of 
the public school.”—Cardinal McCloskey. 

“The public schools have produced nothing but godless gen- 
erations of thieves and blackguards.”—Father Schaner. 

. Now, if Mr. Bryan is a Jeffersonian, what service is he ren- 
dering the country in the defense of the public schools and the 
fight against the Catholics in attempting to unite Church and 
State? 

It is astonishing that Mr. Bryan, imbued as he is with such 
a deep religious sense and capable of preaching so eloquently 
on the “Prince of Peace,” should remain unmoved while in the 
name of that same “Prince of Peace” the great hydra-headed 
monster—Catholic hierarchy—which is exotic of our land, 
waxes day by day stronger and stronger and entwines its slimy 
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tentacles around our legislature halls, courts of justice and 
administrative offices, choking the very life-blood out of the 
Republic, amassing fabulous sums of money and gaining pos- 
session of enormous untaxed estates. The great shame upon 
our civilization is that this can be done under the name of 
“religion.” 

That both the Democratic and Republican candidates now 
before the public are mercenary in their bidding for the Catholic 
vote has been shown. These men know from history, and we 
all know from the example furnished by the conduct of the 
present occupant of the White House, -that the Roman Hier- 
archy exerts a baneful influence upon the liberties of the people 
wherever it has acquired temporal power. Any candidate who 
barters himself by remaining silent against the machinations of 
the hierarchy, or by directly dealing with it in the hope of 
receiving the purchasable portion of the Catholic vote, is a briber 
—a traitor—a Benedict Arnold. It is deplorable that candidates 
for office take this mercenary attitude without compunction, 
evidently feeling security from public condemnation because of 
the unrebuked custom of late years for candidates of both par- 
ties to traffic with Rome. The day of reckoning is fast ap- 
proaching, thanks to the vigilance of the loyal and patriotic 
citizens throughout the land! 

If a man like Hearst, La Follette, Bryan, or any other pro- 
gressive, with a great following behind him and a powerful 
paper to give expression to his views, will not come to the front 
at this juncture and become a standard-bearer of a new Ameri- 
canism, which affirms the principles of separation of Church 
and State and a perpetuation of our public schools, and which 
is based on the prayer of the immortal Lincoln, “that this 
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that 
government of the people, by the people, and for the people, 
shall not perish from the earth,” and become leader of the 
legions of American citizens now ready to follow in the fight 
against our Jesuitical foes, there is no need for us, lacking at 
present a leader, to individually falter. Each and every patriotic 
citizen has a solemn and sacred duty to enlist in the fight, and 
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to do his utmost in preventing the nomination and election of 
a Catholic to any office, city, State or national, just so long as 
it remains the avowed intention of the Church of Rome “to 
make America Catholic” and to gain control of our Government. 
But the non-Catholic candidates must be non-Catholic in spirit 
and blood, and not like our President, who can, without scruples, 
take a Masonic oath and pledge, only later to become more 
a Jesuit than a Mason—a pledge which, I am told, is so solemn, 
sacred and sublime that no man of honor, character and true 
patriotism could ever break it. 

Every patriotic citizen has it within his power to become an 
active vital force for the preservation of those things for which 
our forefathers fought, bled and died. He can help in this 
cause by writing to every candidate who solicits his vote, asking 
such candidate about his views concerning “the making of 
America Catholic,” and then giving wide publicity to such views, 
that all the voters can know the true character of the candidate. 
He can encourage those publications that are waging this non- 
partizan, anti-Catholic campaign, such as “The Menace,” Aurora, 
Mo.; “American Citizen,” Boston, Mass.; “The Jeffersonian,” 
Atlanta, Ga.; “Liberty Magazine,” Washington, D. C.; THE 
ConveRTED CATHOLIC Magazine, New York, N. Y.; “Life and 
Action,” Chicago, Ill., and others. In this way the campaign 
of education will be carried on and the light flooded on the evil 
ambitions of the hierarchy against our priceless liberties. The 
questioning of candidates for office in the manner referred to 
is probably the most effective manner of accomplishing perma- 
nent and lasting results. 

To our forefather Masons is largely due the conception, the 
bringing into birth and the nurturing into manhood of the 
great underlying principles of our American Republic, and con- 
sequently it becomes the special mission of the Masons of to- 
day to rise as a mighty force in the defense of these same prin- 
ciples. There is no need to stand back for fear of being criti- 
cized as attacking a religion. It is a monster operating in dia- 
bolical ways under the cloak of religion. It is this religious 
political organization that is the enemy of our free Government 
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and our free schools. That it is a blight to any nation, recall 
that France, Italy, Portugal, Germany and England have shorn 
the Church of its political power. But here in America our 
self-satisfaction in the permanency and invulnerability of our 
institutions has heretofore permitted an amazing apathy to pos- 
sess our people, and consequently that Catholic political machine 
has gained in power here in just the proportion that it has been 
losing in Europe, almost completely throttling us. It is time, 
then, for the Masons to rise in a unit as patriotic citizens. to 
drive out the Jesuitical curse from our land, as it has been done 
in Mexico, Germany, France, England and elsewhere, and to 
declare to the Church in words of finality that her proper sphere 
is religion according to the principles of Washington, Jefferson, 
Lincoln, Madison and the rest of our illustrious forefathers. 
When Bryan electrified the country in 1896 with his famous 
“Cross of Gold” speech, he had in mind merely an imaginary 
cross. But now there is a real menacing cross of gold that is 
casting its blighting shadow over our land. Under the power 
of that menacing cross of gold comes the command of th> Pope 
“to make America Catholic.” Under the power of that same 
menacing cross of gold comes the papal command for all Cath- 
olics to enter actively into our politics. Under the power of that 
menacing cross of gold in America comes the command to enter 
politics by opposing the initiative, referendum, recall and the 
popular election of Senators. Under the power of that mena- 
cing cross of gold we hear the command that more Catholics 
must be elected to Congress, and that the liberties of the people 
are best conserved when placed in the hands of Catholic officials. 
Under the power of that same menacing cross of gold the pope 
and his hordes of underlings pronounce a curse upon our public 
schools. Remembering these truths, and fully awake to their 
meaning, it is now time that all patriotic citizens through the 
length and breadth of the land shall throw down the gage of 
battle and in one mighty voice cry out, You shall not press down 
upon the brow of ‘American citizens this crown of thorns, and 
you shall not crucify mankind on that menacing cross of gold! 
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Why Mr. Taft Should Not Be Re-elected 


President Taft has again been selected as the nominee of the 
Republican party for President of the United States. But 
there are reasons why Mr. Taft should not be re-elected to office, 
a few of which we here present: 

His agreement to pay the Vatican $7,000,000 for lands in 
the Philippines which the priests did not own was a huge 
concession to papal graft. But Rome got the money. 

Rome afterward put in a claim against the United States 
for $2,500,000 for “damage done church property by U. S. 
troops in the Philippines.” This claim was unanimously turned 
‘down by an expert commission, which included one Catholic, 
and $360,000 was allowed. Mr. Taft moved to double it. 

In 1907 Rome put in a claim for damages in Porto Rico. 
The Porto Rico people said the claim was fraudulent, but 
on Mr. Taft’s recommendation Rome got $320,000 and valuable 
real estate. 

Rome claimed over $2,000,000 for certain property in Cuba. 
The Cubans considered the claim a downright fraud; but 
Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Taft ordered the Cuban people to pay to 
Rome $1,500,000 for this property. 

Mr. Taft, after the San Francisco earthquake, masle a plea 
to Congress for $30,000 “to reimburse the San Francisco 
liquor-dealers for the liquors destroyed.” He asked for noth- 
ing for Protestant churches or public schools. 

For three years in succession, while President, Mr. Taft has 
attended St. Patrick’s Catholic church on Thanksgiving Day. 

Under Mr. Taft papal “military mass” was established on the 
White House grounds. 

Mr. Taft appointed a Roman Catholic (Mr. White) over the 
head of Justice Harlan, Protestant, to the position of Chief Jus- 
tice of the United States Supreme Court. 

Mr. Taft made General Barry (educated by the Jesuits) super- 
intendent at West Point Military Academy. 

Mr. Taft “held up” the order of Indian Commissioner Valen- 
tine that nuns remove all their sectarian emblems while teaching 
in Government-supported Indian schools. 
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Mr. Taft sent a special and private message to the Pope by 
Major Archie Butt. 


Mr. Taft’s candidacy is indorsed by Pope Pius and Cardinals 
Gibbons, Farley and O’Connell. 


The entire Papal Church press favors the candidacy of Mr. 
Taft, and will, no doubt, use its influence for the re-election 
of their candidate. 


The Guardians of Liberty 
President Cooney, of the Catholic Press Association, ex- 
presses surprise that General Miles should lend his name to 
further an organization such as the “Guardians of Liberty,” 
that aims to reincarnate “that ugly skeleton of bigotry, one 
time called the A. P. A.” General Miles replied, by quoting 
from the declaration of principles of the organization: 


No citizen is a true patriot who owns superior temporal alle- 
giance to any power above that of his obligation to maintain the 
principles of the Constitution of the United States. We deny 
the right of any political or ecclesiastical organization to manip- 
ulate or control the sovereign citizenship of our people, or to 
dispose of their civil rights and privileges for political office or 
power, and we are determined that every citizen shall exercise 
these rights and privileges unmolested, answerable only to his 
conscience and his God. . . . We unite to protect and pre- 
serve the free institutions of our country, especially our public 
educational system, against any foreign or menacing influence, 
and we particularly protest against the diversion of any funds 
or lands to any religious purpose whatever. 

If you fully and unreservedly indorse these sentiments, then 
there need be no controversy. If, on the other hand, you be- 
lieve our citizenship should be controlled by political machines 
and boss rule; if you believe in the destruction of our free edu- 
cational system; if you or any of your associates believe in ma- 
king the affairs of State subordinate to the dictation of your 
Church; if you or any of your associates believe in openly or 
secretly manipulating, controlling and dictating the political 
«ction of any portion of our citizens, in order that in time our 
Republic may become subject to and subservient to your Church, 
then there is a decided difference of opinion between us. We 
cherish the same principles maintained by Washington, Jeffer- 
son, Jackson, Lincoln, Grant and millions of patriots who have 
gone before. The “Guardians of Liberty” propose to stand 
guard between any menacing nents or power and the insti- 
tutions of our fathers. 
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LETTER TO CARDINAL GIBBONS 
V. 
New York, July, 1912. 

My dear Cardinal :—Comparing the liberality of your policy 
in the States and the narrowness of the same in Spain, many 
people have expressed their opinion that to the ignorance of the 
people, and not to your Church, we have to attribute so many 
errors and superstitions. This reveals the ignorance of many 
people as to the proceedings of your Church in countries 
where you have full sway. I will give here a translation 
from a book which has a great circulation in Spain among 
pious families, as well as in the convents. I may say that it 
is held with as much esteem there as the Protestants have 
for their Bible. The title of the book is: “The Family Regu- 
lated by the Doctrines of the Sacred Scriptures and the Holy 
Fathers of the Catholic Church.” The author is the Very 
Rev. Father Antonio Arbiol, of the Regular Observance of 
St. Francis, Professor of Theology, Calificator of the Holy 
Inquisition, Sinodal Examinator of the Arch-episcopate of 
Zaragoza, Apostolic Visitor of his Order, and ex-Provincial 
of Aragon. The book can be found in any religious library 
in Spain, and has the blessings of so many popes, arch- 
bishops and bishops that it is said that every page has a 
blessing, and every line has saved a soul. I am quite sure 
that the American people would have more regard and pity 
for the Spanish people if they would read such a book, whose 
author was one upon whose judgment depended so many. 
lives, as he was the Calificator of the Inquisition. The book 
was printed in 1805, and has undergone several editions, and 
is to-day as warmly recommended by the present Pope as it 
was in the author’s lifetime. The following is one chapter 
and part of another: 

“Chapter III.—It is fervent devotion to the just assistance 
of the blessed souls of purgatory which makes houses and 
families happy. 

“The pains and torments which the blessed souls of pur- 
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gatory suffer are so great that, as writes the great Doctor 
of the Church, St. Augustine, they cannot be understood in 
the world, nor even can it be worthily considered what they 
are; for all that can be suffered in the mortal life is nothing 
compared with what those blessed souls suffer; and the 
natural fire we have in this world is like a painted fire in 
comparison with the real fire. 

“The seraphic Doctor St. Buenaventura explains how 
there are two kinds of torments in purgatory: The one is 
called of injury, and consists in not seeing God, the soul 
being already separated from the body; the other is called 
of the senses, which consists of the fire and the various tor- 
ments which the blessed souls suffer. And of both these 
pains the seraphic master affirms that the least part of them 
is greater than the greatest pain in this world, which he 
proves by various and conclusive arguments, and he closes 
by saying that the righteous judgment of God is better satis- 
fied by a small voluntary mortification, borne for His divine 
sake in this world, than by a very great enforced torment 
in purgatory-; and so what is lacking in actual meritorious 
will in purgatory is made up by the sharpness of the tor- 
ments. 

“The venerable Bede says that for this reason the saints 
besought God to torment and afflict them in this world, 
because they knew the pains of purgatory to be greater and 
more severe than all the sufferings of the holy martyrs— 
and more than all that mortal man can imagine. 

“The illustrious St. Paulinus calls the fire of purgatory 
wise fire; because, according to the demerits and faults of 
each one, it causes affliction and torment. Some souls it tor- 
ments more and others less, according to the degree of heat 
given it by the appointment of Divine justice, which does 
not give equal penalties to souls which are unequal in cul- 
pability. 

“The angelic Doctor St. Thomas affirms and conclusively 
proves that the pain of purgatory exceeds and is more ter- 
rible than the worst pain of this life, and he goes on to say 
that, as among venial sins, there are some which are more 
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heinous than others, for this reason: The most heinous 
venial sins are most difficult to purge away, and it takes a 
longer time for the souls which committed them to become 
purified of them. He says the same of other grave offenses 
which quo ad culpam were remitted in the life, but were 
not sufficiently purged (S. Th. 4, dist. 31, q. 1, Art. 1). 

“The erudite Belvacense relates that an angel of God, 
having appeared to a virtuous man, said to him that if he 
wished to die at once he would remain only one natural day 
in purgatory; but that if he wished to have a longer life he 
would have to suffer a prolonged and painful illness, by 
means of which the purification of his soul would be com- 
pleted in order to enter into glory. He chose the day in 
purgatory, where, when the holy angel visited him, the 
poor soul complained, thinking that he had been suffering 
there for many years; and the angel of the Lord assured him 
that of the twenty-four hours of the natural day of his tor- 
ment not even a single hour had passed. The agonized soul 
prayed that he might rather suffer in the world, not only 
the prolonged illness, but also the tortures of the martyrs; 
but his petition was not granted, nor was he any longer in 
a state to acquire merits, for this state is closed by death, 
as says the Apostle St. Paul (Gal. 6: v. 10, and Alib.). 

“To the glorious St. Matilda there appeared the soul of a 
young man who in this mortal life had been very virtuous, 
and was then in purgatory; and when the saint asked him 
about the pains he suffered he answered that he suffered 
no pains of the senses, but only the pain of injury, which 
consists in not seeing God; but that this penalty was one 
of utmost torment, because, according to the Divine Scrip- 
tures, hope deferred afflicts the soul (Prov. 13: v. 12). 

“The venerable and subtle Doctor Scotius discourses in 
his sententiaries upon this penalty of imjury and its prin- 
cipal causes, and says that it exceeds beyond all measure the 
pains of the senses; because the rational soul was created 
for the vision of God, and when it finds itself separated from 
the earthly body which hampered it (and still deprived of 
the blessed vision) the violence it suffers is immeasurable. 
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“The venerable doctor explains this point by the material 
examples of a very heavy rock placed upon the top of a 
tower which, while it has a support, suffers no violence, 
although it always desires its natural centre; but if it is 
dislodged from its position, or the tower which had pre- 
vented it from reaching its resting-place is thrown down, 
it will descend with the greatest velocity to seek its centre. 
Even greater is the inclination of the separated soul to see 
his God and Lord than the tendency of the heavy rock 
placed in the air to descend to the earth. 

“This most intense pain corresponds to the carelessness 
and fatal forgetfulness of the soul while still alive in this 
world with regard to the desire to see God; and it is a most 
proportionate penalty, as is explained by our seraphic Doctor 
St. Buenaventura, because it is just that the beatific vision 
should be deferred for him who did not desire it with merit 
and liberty when he lived in this mortal life. 

“The supreme penalty and its severity is also described 
by the angelic Doctor St. Thomas Aquinas, who says that 
the blessed souls of purgatory would choose to suffer all 
the pains of this world together that the vision and fruition 
of their God and Lord might not be delayed for a single in- 
stant; and for this reason the short time appears to them 
to be greatly prolonged—groaning and lamenting with the 
prophet, Heu mihi! quia incolatus meus prolongatus est 
(Psalm 120: v. 5). 

“In the ancient chronicles of our sacred religion it is re- 
lated that a religious monk of great virtue having died, all 
the masses celebrated in the monastery the next day were 
for the benefit of his soul, and only one of the community 
failed to apply the mass to him because he considered him 
to be a saint, and judged that he would not need that assist- 
ance. But the next night the soul of the dead monk ap- 
peared to the monk who had failed to say mass for him, and 
complained bitterly of his carelessness, because the pain of 
his purgatory was so immensely prolonged, and gave the 
monk warning lest he should continue to be careless with 
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regard to the dead; saying, that the most high judgments of 
God are incomprehensible, and that for slight defects which 
would not be taken account of in this life there is most bitter 
detention in those pains (of purgatory); for in Heaven no 
unclean thing may enter, as says:St. John the Evangelist in 
his mysterious Apocalypse. 

“In the chronicle of the venerable Capuchin Fathers there 
is another most exemplary case of a monk who appeared to 
all to be a saint; but after his death he appeared to another 
monk with whom he had been acquainted, thanked him for 
his prayers, and said that he had been three days in purga- 
tory, but that they had seemed to him to be three thousand 
years. ; 

“Out of the many cases we might mention, those referred 
to will be sufficient to move Christian piety to commend 
the blessed souls of purgatory to God and offer assistance 
to them who can no longer do anything for themselves, be- 
cause their time for acquiring merits is past, and time is no 
longer in their favor, according to that sentence of the 
prophet, which says: “The just Judge will charge the wasted 
time against our souls that His cause may be justified.’ 
Vocabit adversum me tempus (Tren. I: v. 15). 

“IT do not speak in this chapter of those ungrateful, unjust 
and abominable persons who are under obligation of con- 
science to do good to the souls of those who left them their 
fortune and temporal goods, or entrusted the execution of 
their last wills to their care; for of those persons, most 
ungrateful and tyrannical to the poor souls, we will speak 
farther on, meditating upon their unreason and the spiritual 
and temporal ruin which threatens them, and they well 
deserve it. 

“Here we only try to make the faithful more fervent, who, 
although they may be under no special obligation besides 
that of being Christians and pious, are still advised to count 
among their principal devotions this one of commending the 
blessed souls of purgatory to God and praying for them, 
expecting that the souls, being grateful upon arriving at the 





240 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


happy harbor of glory, will fill them with Heaven’s blessing 
and with spiritual and temporal prosperity; because in that 
happy state the souls need nothing for themselves, but do 
much good to mortals, as says the most sweet St. Bernard. 

“It is most natural that those still in pilgrimage should 
be moved also by the thoughts of recompense for good 
works, as David said in one of his greatest Psalms; therefore, 
let those who are devoted to the blessed souls hold this to 
be certain, that neither in this life, nor the eternal life, will 
they lose the just reward of their good works, which they 
apply in favor of the said blessed souls. 

“In every good work there are three parts, or separate 
qualities—that is, that they are, meritorios, impetratorios and 
satisfactorios. Meritorios because they deserve an increase 
of grace and glory, and this belongs to him who performs 
them. They are called impetratorios because they obtain 
from God our Lord opportune aid, bodily health and other 
spiritual and temporal favors, which may be applied not only 
to him who has performed the good works, but also to other 
persons who are alive in the world. They are called satis- 
factorios because they make satisfaction for the debt of our 
sins and the penalty of purgatory, which we deserve because 
of them (Concil. Trid., sec. 22, c. 2). 

“The third quality of good works is that which we apply 
to the blessed souls in purgatory, and it may be done.as a 
whole or in part, according to the will and charity of the 
one who makes the application. And let not those who are 
devoted to the blessed souls think that they do themselves 
great injury by applying to the souls the satisfaction of 
their own good works, for God is most liberal and mercifully 
rewards this act of perfect charity, which receives an abun- 
dant remuneration, as says the Apostle St. Paul, treating 
of those who are charitable and take compassion upon those 
in prison (Heb. 10: v. 34 and 35). 

“In the Mirror of Examples it is related that a holy monk 
was once confessing a great and most dreadful sinner, and 
as the sinner despaired of his eternal salvation on account 
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of his atrocious crimes, the good monk, in order to encourage 
him, offered to apply in his favor all the satisfaction of his 
own good works. The fortunate sinner passed away from 
this mortal life and afterward appearing glorified to the 
charitable monk, gave him thanks because on account of the 
monk’s good works our God Lord had spared him (the sin- 
ner) from the prolonged pains he would have had to suffer 
in purgatory. Whereupon the minister of God asked him 
anxiously if he had lost the benefit of his own good works 
by having applied them in the sinner’s favor, and the glori- 
fied soul responded that not only were they not lost to him, 
but that for them the good monk would receive double 
reward (Apud. Doct. Bonet de Purgat.). 

“Besides this, the blessed souls who, in the presence of 
God, become transformed into the likeness of the same Lord, 
as says St. John the Evangelist, show their gratitude to those 
who by means of their good works brought them relief and 
shortened their sufferings; and in this mortals possess an 
inestimable treasure, for those blessed souls—friends of God 


in glory—pray for all who benefited them, that they may not 
be lost. 

“Touching this last point, there are marvelous examples 
in the ecclesiastical histories, and in the Holy Fathers of the 
Catholic Church, which we here omit to copy in order to 
avoid prolonging this treatise.” 


“Chapter XVI.—It is the contempt for ecclesiastical ex- 
communications and censures and the lack of veneration for 
priests, bishops and prelates, which destroy kingdoms, 
houses and families. 

“The most eminent Lord Cardinal Belarmino, in order to 
prove the formidable effects of major excommunication, ipso 
facto incurrenda, relates what took place in the case of an 
irrational creature, that rational men might fear and tremble. 
The example is the story of a Cistercian abbot who missed 
a precious ring, which, though he searched for it diligently, 
was impossible to find. In order that the ring might appear 
he fulminated major excommunication upon his community, 
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extending it to all living creatures within his monastery. 
A raven had been domesticated in the convent, and with the 
inclination of such birds to hide things, he had hidden the 
ring also where he had his nest. After the fulmination of 
major excommunication the raven began to grow thin and 
shed his feathers to such a degree that the monks pitied him, 
thinking that he was dying, and no one could find out the 
cause. As they were talking over the condition of the raven 
a monk said in the presence of the abbot that it had occurred 
to him that perhaps the tame raven had carried off the ring 
and had sickened on account of the power of the excom- 
munication. Some of those present laughed, such a propo- 
sition appearing to them nonsensical; but the discreet abbot 
reflected upon it, and ordered that all the hiding-places of 
the raven should be searched, and it was found that he had 
in truth carried away the ring and had put it where he had 
hidden many other things. Worthy consideration was given 
to this strange case, which is found in the ancient chronicles 
of the Citercians, and it seemed just to the said most emi- 
nent Lord Cardinal to publish it that all the faithful might 
learn to fear, even in the case of brute beasts, the horrible 
effects produced by the excommunications and censures of 
the Holy Church. 

“In Psalm 109, which it is the custom to repeat in a 
lugubrious voice on the day of anathema (or excommuni- 
cation), there is a compilation of fatal misfortunes which are 
to fall upon the unhappy objects of excommunication; and, 
among other things, the propnet says: * “Let the excommuni- 
cated one have the devil at his right hand, as if he were of 
inferior quality to the devil: Et diabolus est 4 dextris ejus; 
because he who is most worthy of honor is always placed 
at the right hand.’ 


*Padre Arbiol in the preface of this work gives this general notice: 
“With reference to the sacred Scriptures which are quoted in this 
book, it is to be noted that the sacred text is not always taken ac- 
cording to the letter, but according to its meaning, in conformity with 
the expositions of the Holy Fathers, and authorized expositores, for 
so it has been determined by the holy Council of Trent.—Tridentin 
Council.” 
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“When he is judged, let him be condemned, and let his prayer 
be as if made in mortal sin. 

“Let his days be few, and his belongings be left to those who 
are less unworthy. 

“Let his children, if he has any, become orphans, and his wife 
a widow and forsaken. 

“Let his children be transported and carried from one land 
to another; and let them go about begging and be cast out of 
their own habitations. 

“Let his creditors take away all his estate, and let strangers 
destroy and devour the works of his hands. 

“Let the unhappy excommunicated one have no man to help 
or shelter him, and let him find no one to have mercy upon his 
dependent children. 

“Let his unhappy children live solely to fall and be quickly 
consumed, and in one generation let the name of the accursed 
object of excommunication be blotted out. 

“Let the wickedness of his fathers be again brought before 
the presence of God, and let not the sin of his mother be for- 
gotten. 

“The horrible excommunicated one loved cursing, and it shall 
come upon himself; and because he loved not blessing it shall 
be far from his presence. 

“He who is excommunicated goes about clothed with the curse 
of God, so nothing is seen in him which is not accursed, and 
the curse penetrates like water within him, and like oil within 
his bones. 

“(He is made an opprobrium to all good Christians, who look 
upon him with pity, but flee from his conversation that they 
may not be contaminated by it. 


“Almost all that has been said is from the Psalm referred to, 
which causes horror to read and still more to meditate upon. 


“In the public edict of the Holy Tribunal of Faith, the fol- 
lowing curses are pronounced upon the disobedient object of 
excommunication : 


“Let them be accursed in town and country, and wherever 
they may be, and let the houses be accursed wherein they dwell. 
“Let the fruits of their lands be accursed, and let the animals 
and cattle they possess die. Let God send upon them famine, 
pestilence and death. 
“Let them be pursued by noxious wind, and by their enemies, 
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and let them be abhorred by all, and reproved in their evil works. 

“Upon the fields of their neighbors let God send rain and 
fertility, and let theirs remain dry and unfruitful. 

“Let them lose their minds and judgment, and let their eyes 
be blinded to such a degree that the light shall be to them as 
darkness, and let them always remain therein. 

“Let their wives be widows and their children orphans, and 
let them go from door to door, begging alms, and let no man 
give it them. Let them desire to eat and have nothing. 

“Let their days be few and evil, and their goods and estates, 
dignities, office and benefactions pass into the hands of stran- 
gers. 

“Cursed be the earth they tread, the bed in which they sleep, 
the garments they wear, the steeds they mount, the bread, meat 
and fish they eat, and the water or wine they drink. 

“Let them be accursed with Lucifer and Judas, and all the 
devils of hell, let these be their lords and let them remain in 
their company; and when they shall be judged let them be 
condemned. 

“Let all the plagues of Egypt come upon them, and the curse 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, and let them burn in hell as they 
burned. 

“Let the earth swallow them, and let them descend into hell, 
like Dathan and Abiram, where let them remain in company with 
the perverse Judas, and with all others who are eternally con- 
demned, if they do not confess their sin and amend their life. 


“Having said this, all the people are commanded to raise 
their voices and say Amen. This is truly a horrifying cere- 
mony, at which all those who are just and God-fearing trem- 
ble. Oh, that the unhappy guilty ones would also fear and 
amend their lives! 

“The formidable impressions of this solemn ceremony is 
increased by commanding the ministers of God to repeat the 
Psalm: Deus laudem meam ne tacueris; with the antiphone, 
Media vita in morte swmus; and the response: Rebelabunt 
coeli iniquitatem Judae; and by bearing a cross draped in 
mourning, and lighted candles in their hands, which they 
extinguish in water, as a sign of the perdition and condem- 
nation of those who are excommunicated, the minister of 
God saying: ‘As these candles die in this water, so let the 


unhappy souls of those who are excommunicated die in 
aes 
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“The disregard and small reverence for the priests of the 
most high God, bishops and providences of His Holy Church, 
likewise destroy kingdoms and prelacies, towns, villages and 
families, because the Lord, zealous for his ministers and for 
the worthy honor of his bride, the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church, takes just vengeance by the power of His omnipo- 
tent arm, with which he destroys the proud and elevates the 
humble, as said the Queen of the Angels, Most Holy Mary, 
in her mysterious canticle. 

“In order to avoid this dreadful consequence, fathers of 
families should strive to keep themselves and their families 
in the holy fear of God, and of the censures and excommuni- 
cations of His Church, with attention and respect to the 
priests of the Most High, in veneration of the most illus- 
trious lords, bishops and prelates of the Holy Church, by 
whom God sends to us His sound doctrines, descending from 
the head to the whole mystical body of the faithful, as 
mysteriously says the Prophet David. Great care should be 
taken not to speak unworthily of the ministers of God, for 
it is a capital sin to speak ill of the ministers of God, and 
this originates many other sins. Those who do so are like 
those rash men of whom the prophet says that they opened 
their mouths against Heaven, and their accursed tongues 
stained the most holy things of earth, speaking iniquity of 
all the most excellent and worthy of the world. 

“To the priests and prelates of His Holy Church, God, our 
Lord, said: ‘He who heareth you, heareth Me, and he who 
despiseth you, despiseth me: and those who despise Me are 
worthy to be despised.” Et qui contemnunt Me, erunt 
ignobiles. 

“Every creature should be subject to his superior prelates, 
the power of God; for there is no superior power which does 
not proceed from God: Non est potestas, nisi 46 Deo (Rom. 
13: v. 1). 

“For this reason Christ our Lord said that we should be 
wise as serpents and harmless as doves (Matt. 10: v. 16). 
Simple, so as not to deceive any one, and wise, that no one 
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may deceive us. The serpent exposes its whole body in 
order to save its head, and so, says St. John Chrisostom, 
ought we to expose all things temporal in order to save the 
head, which is the Catholic faith. Let everything be con- 
sumed, but let us not lose faith and piety, obedience and 
veneration to the ecclesiastical prelates, and to the. holy 
tribunals of the faith, with which we in Spain have been 
brought up, being subject to the Holy Roman Church, which 
is the only one in which eternal salvation can be found. 
“The perverse heretics Luther and Calvin deceived the 
world, despising the mandates of their lords and bishops. 
This is the way to perdition, eternal as well as temporal. 
What God says to us is that he who hears the priests and 
prelates of His Holy Church hears His Divine Majesty. 
And the Apostle St. Paul teaches us to obey and be subject 
to, and venerate, our prelates, for they watch as those who 
have to give account to God of our souls (Heb. 15: v. 17).” 


Now, my dear Cardinal, is this the book you would have 
to regulate the American families? Of course I believe you 
would, and you would bless that day, but you dare not 
recommend it to the Americans? And yet, with that book 
I can prove that you and all Americans are lost for all eter- 
nity, and I am sure that in the author’s time Cardinal Gib- 
bons would die at the stake. 

My dear Cardinal, the history of your Church is not to be 
recommended, nor your Bible interpreted by the Holy Fa- 
thers of the Catholic Church, like the Very Rev. Father 
Arbiol. Shall I expect that you will fulfil your promise of 
coming out of the Roman Church, or shall I take it in fun? 

Yours truly, 
MANUEL FERRANDO. 

From Brooklyn, N. Y.—I have been a subscriber to THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC for a number of years, and would be sorry to 
be without it. It was never needed more than now. I am glad 
that the trustees have found such an able man to carry on the 


good work of the late Rev, James A. O’Connor.—( Mrs.) 
FS. 
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Fees at Church Doors 

In October, 1911, circular letters were sent to all the arch- 
bishops and bishops of the Roman Catholic Church in this 
country by Apostolic Delegate Falconio, ordering that “the 
practise of asking a contribution at the door” from the people 
going to mass be discontinued. The letter was described as 
being “phrased in the most sweeping terms” and as “con- 
demning the practise in the strongest language.” But not- 
withstanding this order the practise of collecting fees at the 
church doors is still continued in many of the Catholic 
churches. In a letter to the New York “Sun,” June 25, 1912, 
signed by Mr. John Henry Sherwood, a Roman Catholic, is 
proof that all orders sent from the Vatican are not heeded by 
the clergy of this country: 


To the Editor of the “Sun.” 

Sir :—Some time ago I read in the “Sun” that a proclamation 
of Pius X forbidding the commercial practise of exacting a fee 
for admission to churches had been complied with in New York, 
and the archbishop or his secretary was cited as authority for 
the statement that the papal mandate had been carried out. 

I thought then that some one erred, for I had never seen it 
effected, and though I have no personal bias one way or the 
other it always has seemed strange to me that churches outside 
of the really large centres should be the first to obey a wish of 
the Pope that inherently reflects the wish of the great majority 
of Catholics who are such in fact and deed. If the clergy are 
slow to enforce an order of this kind, and a priest here in Buf- 
falo tells me that it is more than an order, that it is in fact 
a law, how can they expect the laity to be prompt in living up 
to the laws and observances of the Church? 

I am prompted to this reflection by consideration of the diver- 
gence of practise in this respect here in Buffalo and in your 
large churches. I was in New York eight weeks. Most of the 
time I attended mass at the Cathedral, sometimes at St. Agnes’ 
and again at the Jesuit churches. In all of these I found the 
horrible collectors at doors—at all doors—just as you find them 
in dime museums. I couldn’t get into the middle aisle of the 
Cathedral without paying more than was demanded on the side 
aisle. This seemed strange to a Westerner who has seen the 
law against this abominable practise rigorously enforced. But 
all the East is not so undignifiedly commercial. Here in Buffalo, 
where several thousand Knights of St. John attended mass at 
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the Cathedral, the edifice was opened and free to the people, from 
sanctuary to the curb-line, from sunup to sundown. 

During the progress of the mass gentlemen went about quietly 
and collected the usual offering of those who had pews in the 
edifice. The annual collection was also taken up. The distinc- 
tion is worth noting when it occurs in God’s house. 

What will be the feeling of the Pope when he learns how 
“his faithful” in ‘America are ignoring his commands? This is 
certainly a strong rebuke to the old gentleman at the Vatican, and 
will, no doubt, cause him much anxiety. 


Rome Again Defeated 


No Church, be it the great and powerful Roman Catholic 
Church, or the equally great and powerful Anglican Catholic 
Church, possesses any authority to overrule the civil law. Such 
authority as any Church has is given it by the civil law, and is 
subservient to the civil law. 

Such was the statement made by Justice Greenshields at. Mon- 
treal, Canada, June 21, 1912, in the course of his judgment 
awarding $3,000 damages to Mrs. Morin, wife of Professor 
Morin, of McGill University, in her action for libel against the 
newspaper “Le Croix.” Mrs. Morin is the daughter of the late 
Rev. Dr. Charles Chiniquy, who had been a priest in the Roman 
Catholic Church for fifty years, and his wife, Euphemie Allard. 

The judgment given by Justice Greenshields is one more 
emphatic declaration that the Papacy is amenable to the civil law 
quite as much as any other denomination, 

The article which resulted in the action was published in “Le 
Croix” November 18, 1911. It contained the following para- 
graph: 

Chiniquy, the apostate, could no more marry than could any 
priest or member of a religious community who is bound by 
solemn vows. Consequently Euphemie Allard was nothing but 
a concubine for Chiniquy. 

It is natural for the Roman Catholic Church to hate the mem- 
ory of the late Dr. Chiniquy, and all other priests who re- 
nounce that Church. But it is brutal for the agents of that 
institution to publish slanderous charges against their descend- 
ants. 
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Not Going Over to Rome 


The “Lutheran World” discusses the charges, recently made in 
Roman Catholic papers, that an imitation mass is celebrated in 
two Ruthenian Presbyterian mission chapels in Newark, N. J., 
and New York City. The “World” is impressed with the gleeful 
tone of the makers of the charges and the apparent assumption 
that Presbyterians were obliged to seek from Rome the true sacra- 
ment. It says: 


It strikes us that our Catholic friends are a little hard pressed 
for comfort when they grow glad over this sort of an incident. 
This old bogie about “going to Rome” cannot be worked as 
effectively these days as in those gone by. The gentleman who 
writes up doings in these chapels may feel assured that Pres- 
byterians are not headed in his direction because he saw one 
or two of the pastors of that Church leading the congregation 
in its prayers facing an altar. There is about as much proba- 
bility of Presbyterians getting headed toward any recognition 
of the alleged successor of St. Peter, living on the banks of the 
Tiber, as there is of Lutherans. There is about as much proba- 
bility of either moving in that particular direction as there is 
indication that Pope Pius will come to this country to attend 
the Presbyterian Assembly, next May, to salute the pastors and 
elders then assembled. Our Catholic friends should not be in 
such haste to draw gratifying conclusions from meagre premises. 





Washington Did Not Die a Catholic 

Some one has made inquiries as to whether George Washing- 
ton was attended by a Jesuit priest before his death. Any one 
whose mind is disturbed by this report can have it set at rest by 
the following statement made by Rev. E. I. Devitt, S. J., of 
Georgetown University, Washington, D. C., as quoted in the 
“Catholic News,” New York, July 6, 1912: 

For many years I have known the report that Father Neale 
attended George Washington at the time of his death. It has 
been a persistent tradition among the Catholics of Charles 
County, Maryland. I have tried over and over again to dis- 
cover some proof or authentic testimony on this subject, but 
without result up to the present. . . . I conclude that Father 
Neale was not with Washington just before his death, because 
none of the Neales, none of the Jesuits, their contemporaries, 
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mentioned such a fact. Surely we should have had some record 
of it if it was true. . . . I would like to believe that Wash- 
ington died a Catholic, but there is no convincing evidence in 
support of the claim, and great probability against it. 


This is convincing evidence that George Washington did not die 
a Catholic, for if he did it would have been spoken of at great 
length in all Roman Catholic papers and made much of. But, as 
Rev. Father Devitt says, “None of the Neales, none of the Jesu- 
its, their contemporaries, mentioned such a fact.” 


Flags for Cardinal Farley Ordered Lowered 

On the visit of Cardinal Farley to New Brighton, Staten 
Island, N. Y., the occasion being the laying of the corner- 
stone of a new rectory being built for the priests of St. 
Peter’s church, many places along the route taken by the 
cardinal were decorated. The janitor of the Borough Hall 
of New Brighton displayed papal flags and the national 
colors on that building in honor of the visiting cardinal. 
3ut Commissioner of Public Works L. L. Tribus, who was 
acting as Borough President in the absence of President 
Cromwell, who was at the Republican Convention in Chi- 
cago, ordered the special decorations removed from the 


public building, saying, as quoted in the daily papers of 
June 17, 1912: 


When the janitor informed me of the purpose of the extra 
display of flags, I replied to him that they must come down, 
as the Borough Hall is an official place for business for Jew 
and Gentile, for Protestant and Catholic. Therefore, in the in- 
terests of all the people it must not be used to show special 
honor to any one other than a representative of the city, State 
or Nation. 

I took this course as soon as my attention was called to the 
flag display. Cardinal Farley is a distinguished man, and he 
deserves all the honors that have been extended to him. My 
position was that the Borough Hall was no place to celebrate 
the affairs of any Church or for the recognition of any prelate. 

Personally I have the highest respect for Cardinal Farley, but 
public buildings should not be used, in my opinion, for demon- 
strations for churchmen, however eminent. It is immaterial 
to me whether the visitor be Cardinal Farley or Bishop Greer. 
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We applaud Mr. Tribus for his action, and we hope that 
his example will be followed by the officials of all our cities, 
and not permit any flag that represents any Church to be dis- 
played on our public buildings. 


Canada’s Marriage Law 

The Supreme Court of Canada on June 17, 1912, upheld a lower 
court decision that a marriage of two €atholics by a Protestant 
clergyman, or a marriage of a Catholic and a Protestant under the 
same condition, is valid in the Province of Quebec. At the same 
time the court declared unconstitutional the Lancaster marriage 
bill, which was designed to provide a uniform marriage law in 
Canada, and which declared that any marriage performed by a 
duly authorized person was legal, regardless of the faith of the 
parties married or of the person officiating. 

The introduction of the Lancaster bill in the Canadian House 
of Commons followed an agitation which arose from the clerical 
dissolution of the Hebert marriage, when two Roman Catholics 
were wedded by a Protestant minister in Quebec. 


Spain and Religious Liberty 

The Evangelical Alliance has received communications from a 
gathering of 2,000 people, held in Madrid, thankfully acknow!- 
edging benefits derived from past intervention in favor of liberty 
of conscience in their own as well as in other lands, and asking 
help in the present circumstances of Spain. These evangelicals 
declare that the constitution of 1876 is “a mere make-believe of 
tolerance,” and that “the all-powerful influence of the Roman 
Catholic curia ties the hands of democratic governments whenever 
they propose to exercise themselves freely in the promising do- 
mains of religious liberty.” They recall with satisfaction a cam- 
paign of protest carried out two years ago, culminating in a peti- 
tion to parliament signed by 150,000 lovers of religious liberty, 
and are proposing now to undertake a similar propaganda. Our 
readers generally will join most heartily in the expressions of sym- 
pathy with the aims of the movement offered by the Evangelical 
Alliance, and in prayer that freedom for the preaching of the 
Gospel may soon be realized in Spain. 
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Christ’s Mission Contributions 


The following contributions were received for the work of 
Christ’s Mission from June 19 up.to and including July 17, 1912. 
If any names are omitted that should be in this list kindly let 
us know: 

F. W. A., $3.00; Mrs. C. H. M., $1.50; Mrs, J. C. B., $1.50; 
J. MeK., goc.; A.’G. T.,.goe.; J. C. BL, goe.3 A. C. F., 900.7 F.C. 
B., $2.00; L. S. J., 5oc.; Mrs. M. H. B., 50c.; Mrs. W. MacD., 
$1.00; W. H. S., $2.00; O. J. C., $1.00; F. M. C., 50c.; Mrs. 
T. S., $2.00; E. J., $1.00; W. J. C., $3.50; Miss C. C. H., 50c.; 
M. S., 5oc.; J. E. goc.; E. W. S., $3.50; Mrs. W. B., $3.50; 
>. B. B., goc.; CG. HE, Fees Bes. 5S.  D. Beet 4. 
$1.25; Mrs. M. B. G., Soc.; Mrs, J. R., 50c.; Mrs. J. J., 5oc.; 
Mrs, L. M. W., gon; C.. W., gee: LB OW. oe; MF. SB. 
5oc.; P. A. DeG., Soc; F. W. K., 50c.; Mrs. T. G. A. C., $2.00; 
R. J. N., 5oc.; J. St. J., soc.; J. H. T., Soc.; Miss A. G., $17.- 
50; Mrs. S. R., Soc.; R. C., 50c.; Mrs. H. A. L., 50c.; Miss 
M. C. J., 50c.; J. MeV., Soc.; D. J. H., $4.00; F. P. J., $2.00; 
F. R., 50c.; J. M. L., goc.; M. E., $23.00; R. W. K., $1.00; 
L. S., soc.; E. T. K., $1.00; Mrs. M. J. M., $5.00; Mrs. C. 
McP., $1.00; E. M. G., $1.00; A Friend, 50c.; C. L. C., 50c.; 
Mrs. R. S., $5.00; R. W. O., $20.00; Mrs. A. MacQ,, 5oc.; 
C. A. H., $2.00; Mrs. L. P. M., $10.00; A. R. G., $1.00; H. C. 
E., $3.00; Mrs. A. B., $1.25; Mrs. H. S., $10.00; F. M. L., 
$1.50; Miss E, J. L., $5.00. 


From New York State—You will find enclosed a check for 
$3, being the renewal of my subscription to THe CONVERTED 
Catuo.tic. I have every reason to praise God for having my 
attention called to the magazine, for through its pages I have 
learned what it means to be a Protestant.—C. H. F. 
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